AQA A-Level Philosophy – Summer Preparation Task – Miss McPhee
(Moral Philosophy)
Welcome to A-Level Philosophy! To help you prepare for Year 12, please complete the following summer task focused on Moral Philosophy. This will introduce you to some of the key ideas you will study next year.
Task Overview:
You will explore three major ethical theories: Utilitarianism, Kantian Ethics, and Virtue Ethics. You will then apply these to a real-life moral issue.
Part 1: Initial Research
Research the following ethical theories and make clear notes (at least 2 pages per theory):
- Utilitarianism (Bentham and Mill)
- Kantian Ethics (Kant’s theory of duty)
- Virtue Ethics (Aristotle)
For each theory, include:
• Key ideas/principles
• Key philosopher(s)
• Strengths
• Weaknesses
Part 2: Application (Extended Writing)
Choose ONE of the following moral issues:
- Stealing
- Animal testing
- Lying (e.g. lying to protect someone)

Write a 600–800 word essay explaining your opinion about the issue. Show that you have considered other perspectives and include ideas about how the different theories you have researched might respond to the moral issue. Reach a conclusion. 
How to present your work:
· Handwritten
· Clear headings for each section
· Use full sentences and paragraphs
Support:
Useful starting points:
· Philosophyalevel.com
· aqa.org.uk/7172 
· https://alevelphilosophyandreligion.com/philosophy/
· CrashCourse Philosophy (YouTube)

Due Date: First lesson in September

We look forward to exploring philosophy with you!
