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Some of the topics we discuss during the course are:
· language and gender
· language and age
· language and region (accent and dialect)
· language and diversity
· language and identity
· child language development
· language change
· World Englishes

[image: ]The following tasks are designed as a project to help you to start exploring some English Language topics. 
  
Tasks
1. Choose two of the topic areas above and do some research. 
2. Then, produce a one-page information rich infographic (or poster) for each topic chosen. 
3. (optional) complete an opinion article expressing your views on one of the topics. Approach this as an English Language GCSE P2 Q5 style task.

Some ideas on where to look for information below: 

1. E-Magazine. Log in details:
Username: EMCmagazines
Password: DHFSEMCmags0*

2. You could also explore newspaper articles. The following is a useful newspaper section: https://www.theguardian.com/science/language

3. The following are ‘Word of Mouth’ episodes from BBC Radio 4. You can find them on BBC sounds.   

Ethnic Diversity and Multicultural London English  
MLE words and their origin - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0004l93  
  
Language and Gender  
Language and gender identity - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09r4k4l  
Young women as linguistic innovators - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b05tl3jm  
  
Regional Diversity - Accent and Dialect   The impact f accent and dialect - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/b01s4g7g  Changing the way you speak to suit your audience - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b040hx6v  
  
Language and Occupation   
Office jargon - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03phrwl  
  
Non-standard English  
Slang - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06wd268  
  
Language Change  
This is all about how the English language has changed over time and continues to change (think about all those times you moaned about Shakespeare not being ‘English’!)  

The Americanisation of English - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08g5533 
The influence of French on English -  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08lh6r1  
Emojis – the future of language? -
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08ffvp6  
Language Evolution - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06kcbw4  
How English may change in the future - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04wtzzk  
English and German - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01sdg46  
Shakespearean English - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06ycr4v  
  
Modes of Communication   
This refers to the different ways in which we choose to communicate with other people.  
Typography - punctuation and how it came to exist 
-  https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07bzdbz  
Modes of communication -   
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0714nj0  
Non-Verbal Communication - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b05vy6f0   Textspeak - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01dtvk3  
  
Child Language Acquisition   
This is the study of how human beings learn language.   
Parent speak - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b05077ks  
First words - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04v382j  
The use of baby talk - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03mfwjz  
Kids TV - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03mfqm5  
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> REGIONAL DIVERSITY:

Regional diversity refers to the ways people use language differently
depending on where they are from.

WHAT IS REGIONAL DIVERSITY? FEATURES OF REGIONAL VARIATION

PRONUNCIATION

@ Different accents and ways of saying sounds.
g, bath’ (rhymes with ‘math’ in the North,
‘ah’in the South)

VOCABULARY
Different words or phrases for the same thing.
. ‘bread rolf (North) vs ‘bread bun’ (South)

GRAMMAR
Differences i verb forms, question tags,
negation and more.

e.g. 'l was sat’ (North/West) vs ‘| was sitting’ (South)

INTONATION & RHYTHM
Variation in pitch, tone and speech patterns.

.. ising intonation in some Northern varieties.

@ Languages vary from region toregion due to
history, culture, geography, media and
socialidentity.

@ These differences can be seenin
pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar
and even intonation.

@ Allregional varieties are systematic and
rule-governed - there is no ‘correct’
way to speak.

EXAMPLES OF REGIONAL DIFFERENCE (UK)

PRONUNCIATION VOCABULARY GRAMMAR VOCABULARY PRONUNCIATION
(VOWEL SOUNDS) (0BJECTS) (CONSONANTS)
v ot (Nadtiticoin | et ting
Jowt’ = nothing Ut ;"ﬂ}"g, (th' — 'd)

" South:‘grass | ) | A p

t South: ( e

oog ) | | ooy ) now, ifyouwant | England: child
— o meto)

. These ar genera pattens and there i variation within regions. Boundaries are ot e

WHY DOES REGIONAL DIVERSITY EXIST? SIE KEY POINTS FOR ANALYSIS |

HISTORY @ Consider the context: where i the text or speaker (14

J sevtemen. mson s migron e .o from? Whots th acince? Enatass
GG e, @ Look a linguiti features: sounds, words, grammar e
GEOGRAPHY intonation. i lens
Physical brries nd distance it contoct @' Tk s the aiecs: Ko e rghotl g n il
between communities. ‘create identity, realism, humour, solidarity, authority open our
MEDIA & POPULAR CULTURE [Rstncs ,,‘:oms
Local media, TV, music and online communities @ Avoid stereotypes: accents do not determine intelect, 2
reinforc eons ways of speaking. charactr o s, ”»

@ ®  SOCIAL IDENTITY & PRIDE ® Recognise change and fluidity: regional varieties

#@®  Accent and dialect can signal belonging, evolve and influence each other.
soldarity and local dentity

THINGS TO REMEMBER USEFUL EXAMPLES FOR STUDY

< {Eis faaion ok bty o Enple Accent and dalect in terature (e, Irvine Welsh, Lesey Glister, DH. Lawrence)
TV and film e.g. Peaky Blinders, This s England, Gavin & Stacey)

Spoken data (.3 nterviews, documentaries, podcasts)

Your own observations and experiences!

+ Al regional varieties ae legtimate.
« Variaton s continuous, notjust ‘North vs South’
* Language reflcts peopi, places and historics.

DIVERSITY SHOWS THE RICHNESS, FLEXIBILITY AND CREATIVITY OF LANGUAGE
NOT JUST YOURE FROM - IT'S PART OF YOU ARE.

REGION





